
Montcalm Community College’s Agriculture Club had some 
special visitors this fall. Three representatives of the College of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) in Northern Ireland 
came to the college’s Sidney campus to discuss their study abroad 
program.  

They started their day with a visit to Main Farms in Lakeview, 
Trufant, and Greenville, where they saw potato harvest, storage, 
and shipping. Their next stop was MCC’s Sidney campus where 
they toured the greenhouse and had lunch with members of 
the Ag Club. After a tour of campus, they ended their day with a 
visit to Vanderploeg Friesian Farms and Vanderploeg Holsteins in 
Ithaca, a large-scale dairy and world-class horse farm.  

“We have been visiting Michigan for 25 plus years,” said Alan 
Johnston, an adviser with CAFRE.  

CAFRE representatives always come this time of year to be a part 
of Michigan State University’s study abroad fair, but this is the �rst 
time they have visited MCC.  

“It was because of Brian (Gardner) that we came to visit MCC,” 
Johnston said. “He was over in Ireland last April visiting our 
campuses.”  

Johnston, along with Alison Morris and Fintan McCann, talked 
about CAFRE’s programs and their three campuses. They have 
1,800 students in their programs. All three campuses are in 
rural settings, but only a couple miles from a bigger city. The 

“Our programs are theory-based, but also practical,” Johnston 
said. “They learn by doing and getting their hands dirty.”  

The study abroad partnership with CAFRE has included 180 
students from Michigan. Two MCC students in the Institute 
of Agricultural Technology program, which is a joint program 
with MSU, Je� Marek and Emily German, will be traveling to 
CAFRE in January as study abroad students. The program runs 
for four months and they will be studying at the Greenmount 
campus. The modules, or classes, the students will take have 
to be related to what they’re studying here and will be used as 





Montcalm Community College (MCC) o�ers the Agricultural Operations 
degree program in cooperation with the Institute of Agricultural 
Technology at Michigan State University (MSU). 

Through this partnership, students earn an associate degree at MCC while 
at the same time earning a two-year certi�cate at MSU. It also allows 
students to access resources in academics, �nancial aid, career services 
and student life at both institutions. 

This program is for students who are interested in gaining in-depth 
agricultural industry and business knowledge to apply to their own 
operations or to launch careers in the industry. It integrates a wide range 
of disciplines including business, leadership, technology and compliance 
through hands-on laboratory learning and classroom formats as well as a 
required internship. 

MCC-MSU Ag Program Coordinator Brian Gardner works on MCC’s Sidney 
campus, assisting students with agriculture career planning, professional 
internship placement, �nancial aid decisions and enrolling in necessary 
courses. He said the program is perfect for recent high school graduates or 


