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“In order to achieve the correct ratio of
bachelor-prepared nurses, many health
care institutions are requiring that their
nurses have a BSN or earn it within three to

ve years of being hired,” said Amy Eady,
MCC'’s Dean of Occupations & Program
Assessment.

MCC has partnerships with several colleges
and universities, which o er students

a seamless transfer into bachelor’s and
master’s degree programs in a variety of
health careers. Partnering institutions
include Bellevue University, Chamberlain
College of Nursing, Ferris State University,
Kaplan University, Saginaw Valley State
University and Western Governors
University.

MCC Dean of Nursing & Health Careers
Danielle Anderson said these transfer
agreements allow students to complete
many program requirements at MCC before
moving on to another institution, and the
credits are guaranteed to transfer.

“Articulation agreements give students

a great advantage to acquire needed
credentials by o ering a seamless process
for them as they move through the
educational system from one institution to
another,” Anderson said. “ ey also help
students control costs through savings

in tuition and housing expenses at other
institutions.”

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the job outlook for registered nurses is
expected to increase by 16 percent by 2024 —
much faster than average.

Fears said she is excited to earn her
credentials and enter the workforce.

“I became interested in this eld because
I have the passion and drive to be part of
the healing process and | want to make a
di erence in peoples’ lives,” she said.

“I was inspired by my mom, who worked as
a medical assistant for many years,” Fears
added. “Seeing the satisfaction that she felt
every day by helping others inspired my
own interest in the eld. Her willingness
and need to help others taught me that is
what life is about — helping others during
their most vulnerable time”

Fears, 26, of Stanton, currently is completing
clinicals — on-site, hands-on training —in a
long-term care facility.

“During one of my clinical rotations, it
was heartwarming to listen to some of

the patients reminisce about their life
experiences. | was happy to be a listening
ear for them, and seeing that it put a smile
on their faces made me realize that | am
delighted to know that | have found my
purpose,” she said.

“| feel a great satisfaction every day when |



